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July 13-17  5:30-8:30 p.m.  Register now! 

FUMC  Newsletter 
JULY 2015 
426 St. Paul, Gonzales, TX 78629   

Phone: 830-672-8521  Fax: 830-672-4612 www.fumcgonzales.org 

Calling all those who have WEDDING PICTURES!!!!  In honor of the many June and summer 
weddings, the History and Archive committee is planning a display of congregational wedding 
pictures.  These may be your own, your children's, your parents, or grandparents.  The more ages 
and varieties, the better!  Probably no larger than 8”x10” so they will fit in the history display cabinet in 
the Narthex.  By the way, be sure to check out the pictures and tributes to fathers in the display 
cabinet now and thanks to all who participated.  Now, won't wedding pictures be fun?  And you do not 
have write anything except to identify the people.  We can't wait to see your pictures, so please share. 

Celebrating Independence Day in Your Home 
 

     In your family devotional time, use the following Scripture and prayer: Joshua 
4:6b-7.This Scripture talks about the stones placed at the side of the Jordan so 
that when the children saw them, they would ask to be told the story of the people 
coming into the Promised Land. Talk together as a family about the "stones" of 
faith in your house that help you remember the stories of God's people. Talk about 
the Bibles in your home, any symbols of Christianity in your home, any music of 
faith that you play in your home. Think together about the "stones" of our country. 
Talk about such things as flags; red, white, and blue decorations; parades; and 
fireworks. Discuss what these things tell us as part of the story of our country. 
     Pray together this prayer (or one you write yourself):Gracious God. On this date in particular, we 
give thanks for this country. We thank you for the ideals of freedom and equality and inclusion that 
this country seeks to have. We pray for our leaders and ask that you guide them in making wise 
decisions that benefit the whole, not just a few. And we ask that you help us discern the division 
between country and faith so that all may have the same freedoms we so enjoy. Amen. 
     Display the flag if you have one. If you do not, draw pictures of the flag or other symbols of our 
country — such as the liberty bell — and place these in the windows of your home.  
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Staff 

Rev. Andy Smith, Senior Pastor 
Ruth Smith, Youth Pastor 

David Smith, Director of Discipleship & Connections 
Willa Keck, Children’s Ministry Director 

Felicia Cantu, Office Manager 
Rosemary Hindman, Business Manager 

Shirley Goss, Wesley Nurse 
Craig Aamot, Music Minister 
Christina Menking, Organist 

Bill Meadows, Pianist 
Sandra Jandt, Happy House Director 

Rosannah Green, Attendance 
Lupe Longoria, Custodian 

 

Altar Flowers for July are given by: 

 

July 5 
 

Darren, Melissa, Travis, and Allyson Schauer 
In Honor of Church Staff and Volunteers 

 
Jo and Glenn Sachtleben 

In Honor of Travis and Wanda Toland 
In Memory of Clara and Harry Sachtleben 

 

July 12 
 

Bubba, Lisa, and Jase Ehrig 
In Memory of Theresa Ehrig 

 

July 19 
 

Randy and Judy Gipson 
Jane Johnson 

Mike and Janet Burke 
Garrett and Tanner 

In Memory of Fletcher Johnson 
 

Bill and Juanita Blundell 
 

Dyna and Jack Dubose 
 

July 26 
 

Lynn and Pat Wilburn 
In Memory of Our Parents 

 
Sandra Gorden 

In Memory of Jerry Gorden 
 

Eve Boscamp 
In Memory of Clinton Boscamp 

Book Club News 
 

 Our June selection was The Train to Crystal City 
by Jan Jarboe Russell, a Texas journalist who has 
written for the San Antonio Express and Texas 
Monthly.  The book is a carefully, researched true 
story of the German, Italian, and Japanese “family” 
internment camp at Crystal City, Texas during World 
War II.  While many of us had heard of the camp, we 
had little knowledge of the reasons for the camp, the 
conditions of the camp, and the make-up (and fate)  
of the people who were there.  Russell discovered all 
of this and more, much from interviewing people who 
had actually been interned there as children or teen-
agers.  The group enjoyed  the book and felt it was 
very informative and a worthwhile read.  It also held 
the reader's interest throughout.  If you are 
interested in Texas and US history (World War II, in 
particular), this is a “must-read.”  Our church library 
has a copy and so does the Gonzales Public Library. 
 For July, we have chosen a somewhat “lighter” 
book, a novel by Jennie Wingfield, The Homecoming 
of Samuel Lake.    The family story is set in the 
south and centers around the turmoil a family with 
three children  faces when the father, a Methodist 
minister, is not given a charge, and they return to  
live with the wife's family who has several eccentric 
characters and unusual ways of making a living 
themselves. 
 Join us on July 23 at 9:30  
in the church library!  Call me at 
672-9307 if you have questions 
or suggestions. 
 

Martha Jo Whitt 

 

Thank You 
 

First United Methodist Church, 
 On Behalf of Relay For Life of Gonzales County, 
I would like to thank you for the use of your 
fellowship hall to host the “Celebration of Hope” 
Survivor Dinner, 
 Each year your facility continues to assist the 
Event Leadership Team in honoring survivors. 
Thank you again for your support.  We look forward 
to working with you in 2016. 

Respectfully, Joyce Gibson 
 

Dear FUMC, 
 Thank you for allowing the GJH cheerleaders to 
use your gym as we prepared for camp! 

GJH Cheerleaders and Sponsors 
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Please contact Felicia at the church office, 672-8521, if your information is missing or incorrect. 

   July Birthdays 
7/1 Barbara Thigpen 
 Jonathan Seale 
7/2 Tom Lester, Sr. 
7/3 Quinn Atkinson 
 Vance Lucas 
 Chase Heldarsen 
 Jordan Johnson 
7/4 Jo Ann Keck 
7/5 Courtni Munson 
 Sydney McCray 
 Dylan Storey 
7/6 Patrice Gray 
 Glenna Willeford 
 Phillip Morris 
7/7 Dinah Braune 
 Seth Gibson 
7/8 Dena Fritz 
 Warren Hornung 
7/9 Greg Miller 
7/11 Penci Petty 

7/12 Lisa Short 
 Emmitt Currie 
            Logan Connor 
7/13 Kristen Bird 
 Anthony Kuntschik 
7/14 Wendy Allen 
 Shylo Ulcak 
 Brenda Kuntschik 
 Jim Benedict 
7/15 David Kardosz 
 Morgan Denman 
7/17 Bella Dawson 
7/18 Bailey Connell 
7/19 Dee Dee Sengelmann 
 Landon Holub 
7/20 Martha Jo Whitt 
 Lisa Henry 
 Ruth Smith 
 
 

7/21 J. D. Baker  
 Grant Griffin 
 Ava Medellin 
 Rebekah Morgan 
7/22 Keelie Ramirez 
7/23 Rickey Gibson 
 James McCray 
 Brittany Brown 
7/24 Mona Bivins 
 Lynn Wilburn 
7/25 Matthew Atkinson 
 Jerry Oakes 
 Kathleen Bowman 
7/26 Noris Gibson 
 Chris Pearson 
7/27 Dub Whitehead  
7/28 Charlena Parr 
 Jake Barnick 
 Janelle Lester 
7/31 Bailey Bennett 

Anniversaries 
 7/1 Barry & Lauren Boothe 
 Glen & Jo Sachtleben 
 7/2 Warren & Anita Hornung 
 7/3 Bobby & Connie Avant 
 Norma & Larry Ehrig 
 Hensley & Mary Ella Hurt 
 7/4 Scott & Nikki Bakken 
 7/5 Tim & Lisa Henry 
 7/6 Larry & Marge Frye 
 7/7 Clifford & Jamie Bryant 
7/11 Keith & Malinda Borrer 
7/12 Phil and Donna Koehler 
7/13 Darrell & Kathie McLain 

 7/17  Brian & Shannon Sample 
  Daniel & Kristie Seale 
 7/18 E.T. & Noris Gibson 
 Brian & Mia Schauer 
 7/19 Kyle & Debbie Crozier 
 7/22 Kenneth & Laverne Brzozowski 
 7/24 Sean & Lana Dubose 
 Jacob & Manda Leal 
 7/25 Dean & Allison Davis 
 7/26 Jeff & Dinah Braune 
 Garland & Sharon Tenberg 
 7/30 Darren & Melissa Schauer 
 7/31 Michael & Kara Tuch 
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July 26, 2015 8:30 A.M. SERVICE 10:45 A.M. SERVICE 
 Brody Borrer Slone Gibson ACOLYTES 
 Hadley Borrer Faith Lester 
 Quinn Atkinson Nicholas Casares  
  

 Emmitt Currie (Lead) Pal Lester (Lead) USHERS   
 Kenneth Fink Dick Goss 
 Dena Fritz Shirley Goss 
 Herman Grauke Kelly Allen 
 Joe Britt Hindman David Bird 
 

 Johnnie Fogle  J. Lynn Barnick LITURGIST 
 Kristi Mercer Kristi Mercer CHILDREN’S SERMON 

July 12, 2015 8:30 A.M. SERVICE 10:45 A.M. SERVICE 
 Brendon Mercer Kiley Allen  ACOLYTES 
 Megan Tenberg Baron DuBose 
 Natalie Tenberg Sadie Morgan 
  

 Emmitt Currie (Lead) Pal Lester (Lead) USHERS   
 Greg Sengelmann Cheryl Meadows 
 Steve Taylor Bobby Morgan  
 John Whitt Eldon Farek 
 Martha Jo Whitt Beverly Malatek  
 

 Gary Clack Deanie Ploeger LITURGIST 
 Lisa Gindler Lisa Gindler CHILDREN’S SERMON 

July 5, 2015   10:45 A.M. SERVICE 
 Ashtyn Kardosz Kylee Watson  ACOLYTES 
 Brendon Mercer Mallory Clack 
 Chase Heldarsen Weldon Holub 
  

 Emmitt Currie (Lead) Pal Lester (Lead) USHERS   
 Steve Taylor Travis Schauer 
 John Whitt Dick Goss 
 Martha Jo Whitt Shirley Goss  
 Jimmy Borrer Greg Griffin 
  

 Maydell Pankey  Allison Davis LITURGIST 
 Willa Keck Willa Keck CHILDREN’S SERMON 

JULY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

July 19, 2015 8:30 A.M. SERVICE 10:45 A.M. SERVICE 
 Cole Boothe Morgan Farrar ACOLYTES 
 Morgan Boothe Landon Holub 
 Ancel Atkinson Sadie Thibodeaux  
  

 Emmitt Currie (Lead) Pal Lester (Lead) USHERS   
 Jimmy Borrer Mary Tomas 
 Erwin Ckodre  Justin Pope 
 Gary Clack Ray Neitsch 
 Bill DeBerry Leslie Ploeger 
 

 Marie Currie Kelly Allen LITURGIST 
 Commie Hisey Commie Hisey CHILDREN’S SERMON 

If you are unable to serve on the date scheduled, please contact the church office, 672-8521. 

INDEPENDENCE  

CELEBRATION 

ONE WORSHIP SERVICE! 
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STATISTICAL  REPORT  MAY, 2015 
 

 DATE    8:30   10:45           TOTAL      SS              OFFERINGS 

   3    110    130   240    71  $   14,434.25 

 10    154    177   331    77  $   12,773.50 

 17    115    251   366      84  $     9,112.12 

 24    120    138   258    70  $     8,782.50 

 31     —    245   245    73  $     8,903.75 
  

 TOTALS:   499    941             1440   375  $   54,006.12 

 AVERAGES:   125  _188   288    75  
 

      TOTAL EXPENSES FOR THE MONTH: $   38,328.28 

      NET GAIN OR LOSS FOR THE MONTH: $    15,677.84 

      APPORTIONMENTS PAID TO DATE: ___       50%  

Children’s Corner 
 

 Well summer is busy with all kinds of activities for everyone!  Vacation Bible School will be here in a just a 
couple of weeks!   Everest VBS is July 13-17 and is open for age 3- exiting 6th grade.  Children will learn to 
conquer challenges with God’s Mighty Power during this week long expedition.  Kids will experience an 
amazing adventure that will help them and our adults explore God’s incredible power and love for his children. 
VBS starts in the Sanctuary every evening at 5:30pm for Base Camp Sing and Play.  Then everyone will rotate 
to their stations:  Bible Expeditions, Glacier Games, Imagination Station, but we will all come together for our 
evening meal and the Summit Celebration.  Ruth Smith, our Youth Pastor, will lead the exiting 5 th and 6th 
graders on their own expedition.  The Summit Celebration starts at 8:00pm and parents are invited to join us.  
We will have 3 different mission/service projects that children can participate in if they choose:  UMCOR Flood 
Buckets, UMCOR Nepal Aid, and GCAM.  More details to come during VBS about the service projects. 
Don’t forget that we end our VBS on Friday night with dinner for everyone!  And we have our water play day 
planned so wear a swimsuit with a cover up!  Families are invited to join us Friday night at 5:30pm in the 
Sanctuary and stay for dinner and the fun! 
 Registration forms are available in the Narthex, office and can be downloaded and printed: 
www.fumcgonzales.org.  Please register your children early and check out the sign up board for volunteers in 
the Narthex.  T-shirts are in and cost $5 for VBS participants and free for volunteers.  The program needs crew 
leaders, assistants in classrooms, decorators, substitutes!!  If you can’t help during the week of VBS, but would 
like to assist in some way, stop by the donation request table in the Narthex.  Every night at VBS, a delicious 
meal is served to all the participants and the volunteers.  The Volunteer work/prep week is the week before 
VBS.  During the week, we decorate everywhere but the Sanctuary, prepare name tags, finalize all the details, 
review and organize supplies.  All crew leaders and volunteers attend important meeting – Thursday July 9 at 
5:30pm.  Pick up crew leader material, decorate rooms, and organize your classrooms on this night! 
 I ask for your prayers for a wonderful VBS experience this summer.  And I ask God to guide us and bless 
us as we bring His Word and Love to life! 
 

 Lego Camp – Register now!  Camp is August 3-7.  $85.00 Age 5- 7 meet in the morning between 9-12pm and 
Age 8-12 meet in the afternoon between 1-4pm.  3 classes to choose from! 

 Wed, July 1 – Join me in visiting Nursing homes, and Romberg House, delivering 4th of July Spirit and 
patriotic gifts!  Meet at church at 9:45am.  After visiting, we will have lunch.  Pickup at church at 1:30pm. 

 Sun, July 5 – One service at 10:45am for 4th of July Celebration. Hamburger and hotdog luncheon following 
service.  Sunday School at 9:45am 

 Week of July 6-10 – VBS work/prep week.  Decorate the Fellowship hall and Narthex, classrooms. 
 Thurs, July 9 – VBS Volunteer meeting at 5:30pm.  Pickup materials, t-shirts, decorate rooms, organize. 
 Sun, July 12 – Blessing of the VBS Volunteers 
 Sun, July 12 – Decorate the Sanctuary for VBS!  Meet at 2:00pm.  Set up Stages!! Finish all other set up 

and decorations.  Set up Narthex registration.  Volunteers needed. 
 July 13-17 – Everest VBS! Begins at 5:30pm.  Crew Leaders arrive by 5:15 or earlier if possible. Station 

leaders – have rooms prepared and ready to go! 
 Sun, July 19 – VBS children singing at both services- hope you can be there! 
 July 21-23 – VBS Clean Up 
 Sun, July 26 – Basic Training Camp at Cathedral Oaks!  There are still available spots open for girls and boys 

and you can still register. 
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Wesley Nurse News 

 

“As the deer longs for streams of water, so I long for you, O God.   
I thirst for God, the living God.”  Psalm 42:1 

 

 How much water did you drink today? Yesterday? Normally you should drink eight 8-
onces glasses of water every day.  Drinking water prevents symptoms such as fatigue, dry skin, 
headaches, and constipation.  Severe dehydration can affect blood pressure, circulation, 
digestion, kidney function and even your joints. Dehydration can occur quickly without warning 
and children are at greater risk than adults because of their fluid volume and small body weight. The 
elderly have a high risk for dehydration since the aging process decreases their sense of thirst.  If you 
exercise, drink a glass of water about 20 minutes before the activity and at least a half a glass every 15-20 
minutes during the activity.  Physical water is essential for life. Just as essential but more abundant is the 
spiritual water offered to us for eternity through Jesus Christ.  How do you tap into God’s living water 
during your day?  Do you take in eight servings of God’s word along with your eight glasses of physical 
water?  If not, think how you can connect with God throughout your day.  Reference: Centers for disease 
control-www.cdc.gov 
 

Shirley Goss, Wesley Nurse 830-672-1031 

Discipleship and Connections News 
 

“But the cost of nondiscipleship is far greater—even when this life alone is considered—than the price paid to 
walk with Jesus, constantly learning from him. Nondiscipleship costs abiding peace, a life penetrated 
throughout by love, faith that sees everything in the light of God’s overriding governance for good, hopefulness 
that stands firm in the most discouraging of circumstances, power to do what is right and withstand the forces 
of evil. In short, nondiscipleship costs you exactly that abundance of life Jesus said he came to bring (John 
10:10).”  -Dallas Willard, The Great Omission 
 
What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus Christ? The Greek word for disciple (mathétés) literally means a 
learner, a student, a follower. If we believe Jesus Christ to be our Great Teacher, the one who gives the words 
of eternal life, then what does it mean to be a learner of Him? 
 
Did you ever wonder in school why you had to learn things like Calculus, Chemistry, or French History? Unless 
you were going into one of those specific fields of study, it seemed like all you were doing was acquiring 
knowledge that would never apply to your daily life. The main purpose of learning is taking what we have 
learned and applying it. 
 
Isn’t it much the same with what we learn from Christ? What good does it do if we merely know what Jesus 
said but we don’t actually live what He said? That is what a disciple is—someone who learns who Jesus is, 
learns what Jesus commands of us, and makes the decision to live like Him. It is easy to label ourselves as 
Christians, but we have to ask ourselves—are we followers of Jesus Christ in our daily life? 
 
“If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we 
walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin.” –1 John 1:6-7 

 

What’s Happening 
 

Small Group- Tuesday, July 7th, 6:00-7:30 pm at David and Ruth’s house. This will be a weekly small group 
that meets at David and Ruth’s house. Limited spots will be available. If interested, please contact David by 
Sunday, June 5th.  Members will be expected to commit to meeting on a weekly basis as consistently as 
possible. 
 
The Gathering- Weekly evening worship service with simple goal of entering together into the Lord’s presence. 
Emphasis on worship through prayer and music. Sundays at 6:30pm in the Chapel. 
 
College Group- Meets weekly on Thursday nights, 6:00-7:30 pm at David and Ruth’s house.  Anyone 
college-aged is welcome!  
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Hey everyone! 

 This past month was an incredible time to witness how we as followers of Christ can be empowered by his Holy 

Spirit within us. On June 7th, David and I were able to experience our first UM Army BASIC Camp. We, along with 

Sadie Morgan and Quinn Atkinson (pictured above), spent four days in Johnson City painting a community pool house, 

building picnic tables, and making new friends. How amazing it was to see over fifty youth take time out of their 

summer vacation to serve a community and in the process, grow closer to God. Sure, it may have been a little 

intimidating for our youth at first—meeting new people, learning new skills—but that scariness soon turned to 

excitement and hard work. By working together in the name of Christ, our youth were able to accomplish incredible 

tasks.  

 If you’re reading this, that means by now, our Haiti Mission Team has completed their 2015 trip to Haiti. What 

another great example of Christ working through a group of people to do amazing things. It was only by working 

together through the strength of Christ that we were able to prepare for this trip and it was only by working together 

through the strength of Christ that we were able to see this trip bear fruit for the Kingdom. We truly can do all things 

through Christ who strengthens us. All we have to do is let go of our own agenda and our own will, and surrender to 

God’s will for our lives.   
     

IMPORTANT DATES & ACTIVITES: 
 

JULY 6, 21 & 27: JR HIGH & SR HIGH Bible Study! 

We will meet upstairs in the youth room for July 6th, 21st & 27th! Snacks will be provided 

On July 27th we will meet at Doyle & Wendy Allen's house for our JR High Bible Study  

(swimming and food provided. Girls wear a one piece or tankini or dark t-shirt over your swimsuit 
 

JULY 8th: Junior High Trip to SIX FLAGS! 

TIME: 9AM-6PM:  We are planning to leave the church at 9AM that morning and plan to be back by 6PM that night! 

COST: $35 + money for food. Please contact me if interested!  
 

JULY 13th –JULY 17th VBS 

TIME: 5:30-8:30PM: We need volunteers for Vacation Bible School! Please contact me or Willa Keck for more info. 
 

JULY 18th: JR High SURPRISE Day Retreat: 

TIME: 9:00AM-5:00PM:  We will meet in the Youth Room at 9:00AM and be back by 5:00PM.  Cost: $10 
 

JULY 22nd:  SR HIGH Trip to SIX FLAGS! 

We are planning to leave the church at 9AM that morning and plan to be back by 6PM that night!   

COST: $35 + food money. Please contact me if interested! 

Earth Angels 
 

Summer is upon us!  Many of us have made plans to relax and enjoy this time by going on quilting 
retreats or taking vacations.  Some will be helping with FUMC Vacation Bible School during the week of July 
13. Therefore, Earth Angels will not have a meeting in July, but will resume our normal meeting time in 
August. 

Women who are interested in quilting make up our group called Earth Angels.  Meetings are usually 
held at 6:00 PM on the second Tuesday of each month, in the First United Methodist Church Fellowship 
Center. A typical meeting involves an inspirational reading followed by the mentioning of persons who may be 
in need of prayers or in need of being “wrapped in God’s love” by the presentation of a quilt.  Members share 
ideas, show quilts they have made, and engage in quilting projects.  Fellowship and sharing play a major role 
in Earth Angels. Feel free to visit our next meeting on August 11, 2015; we’d love to have you.  

“I can do all things through 

CHRIST who strengthens me.” 

Philippians 4:13 
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PERMIT NO. 4 

INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATIONINDEPENDENCE CELEBRATIONINDEPENDENCE CELEBRATION   
   

Sunday, July 5thSunday, July 5thSunday, July 5th   

ONE SERVICE AT 10:45AMONE SERVICE AT 10:45AMONE SERVICE AT 10:45AM   
Sunday School at 9:45 Sunday School at 9:45 Sunday School at 9:45    

   

ChurchChurchChurch---wide Luncheon at Noonwide Luncheon at Noonwide Luncheon at Noon   
   

Bring your favorite dessert or homemade ice cream.Bring your favorite dessert or homemade ice cream.Bring your favorite dessert or homemade ice cream.   

Hot dogs, hamburgers and all the fixin’s will be provided.Hot dogs, hamburgers and all the fixin’s will be provided.Hot dogs, hamburgers and all the fixin’s will be provided.   


