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Pastor’s Corner

In case you don’t know, | was named wrong at my birth. | know it sounds ridiculous. It will
sound even more ridiculous when you hear the name | was given: Bert. For roughly the first 10
years of my life | answered to the name Bert. (Do | look like a Bert?) It was my father’s fault! He
had good intentions; he wanted to name me after his grandfather: William Anderson Smith. What
was actually recorded onto the birth certificate was something else: William Albert Smith.

For the first ten years of my life | never questioned my name. My name was Bert. My friends
called me Bert. My family called me Bert. | answered to the name Bert. | was fine with Bert until
the discovery of my dad’s mistake. How could | keep Albert knowing that the original intent was to
name me after my great grandfather?

Thus started my quest to change my name. At first | selected Will. My name was Will. My
family struggled to remember my new name. But then it dawned on me that | should use my
middle name somehow. After all, William was always my first name. So | changed again and
settled on Andy. It took a while for everyone to get my name straight. | have a brother who still
addresses me as “Andy, Bert, Will.” And of course my mother never stopped calling me Bert.

It's not easy to change your name. Legally it requires the approval of a judge, which | did.
Then there is the mending of all formal documents, which can be tedious. And finally there is
reminding everyone to address you by your new name. Believe me, it's not easy changing your
name.

February 10 is Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent. This is the season where we
focus on simple living, prayer, and fasting in order to grow closer to God. As we prepare for
Lent...consider this: when we turn to God in faith, we are gifted with a whole new name: child of
God. It's important that we understand and grow into the name God has given us. For God so
loved the world that He gave His only Son to give us a name that means “loved” and “forgiven.”

Friends, you are children of God. Lent is that time of the year where we should grow in our
understanding and gratitude of our spiritual name. As it says in Psalm 100, “Worship the Lord with
gladness; come into His presence with singing. Know that the Lord is God. It is He that made us,
and we are His; we are His people!”

Be grateful for your name. Not just the name that associates you with a particular family, but
your spiritual name that fills you with the goodness of God!

See you Sunday,
Andy

NEW LENTEN SERMON SERIES...As | mention in my article, names mean something. Your
name is important! The season of Lent is all about drawing closer to the name of Jesus Christ.
No name is more important in your life than the Son of God! Starting February 14, we’re going to
be looking at some of the names and characters present during the last week of Jesus’ life. Some,
like Pontius Pilate, were pivotal characters in Jesus’ road to the cross. But who was Barabbas and
that guy from Arimathea named Joseph? We’re going to spend some time looking at all these
names and explore their role during that most holy week in Jerusalem. Hope to see you in church!




Altowr Flowers for February
awve given by:

February 7

Sue Harris
In Memory of Herman Harris

Emily Neuse
Glenn Preuss
Stephanie and Jason Carter
In Memory of Loved Ones

Clampit Family
In Memory of Our Loved Ones

Bill & Barbara DeBerry

February 14

The Arledge Family
In Memory of Mr. and Mrs. Jim Maher

John and Cara Nell Decker
In Memory of Wilfred and Olga Baron

February 21

Kelly Allen
In Memory of Sandy Allen

February 28

Marian Gindler
Lisa and Bruce Gindler
Andy Gindler
Kayla and Brent Gindler
In Memory of
Otto Gindler and Larry Gindler

= (v Happy House
@\/)7 & Bake Sale
@, Sunday, February 7

@) ‘Between Services

Earth Angels

Earth Angels are beginning a new year and are
continuing to work on projects to benefit local citizens
and local groups.

Women who are interested in quilting make up our
group called Earth Angels. Meetings are usually held
at 6:00 PM on the second Tuesday of each month, in
the First United Methodist Church Fellowship Center.
A typical meeting involves an inspirational reading
followed by the mentioning of persons who may be in
need of prayers or in need of being “wrapped in God’s
love” by the presentation of a quilt. Members share
ideas, show quilts they have made, and engage in
quilting projects. Earth Angels also enjoy going on
road trips to area quilt shops and quilt shows.
Fellowship and sharing play a major role in Earth
Angels. Feel free to visit our next meeting on February
9, 2016; we’d love to have you.

COMMUNITY LENTEN SERVICE

During Lent, everyone is invited to the community
Lenten services sponsored by the Gonzales
Ministerial Alliance. Each Wednesday at Noon,
different pastors will lead a short 30-minute service at
First Baptist Church. Everyone will then be invited to
a lunch served in our fellowship hall. Pastor Andy
will preach on February 10. Rev. Monica Smith
will preach on March 9. That means our church
will be providing the Ilunch on those two
Wednesdays. We will need desserts donated as well
as volunteers on both these dates. Thank you.

Staff
Rev. Andy Smith, Senior Pastor

Willa Keck, Children’s Ministry Director

Felicia Cantu, Office Manager
Rosemary Hindman, Business Manager

Janelle Lester, Wesley Nurse

Craig Aamot, Music Minister

Christina Menking, Organist
Bill Meadows, Pianist
Sandra Jandt, Happy House Director
Rosannah Green, Attendance
Lupe Longoria, Custodian




Fhank You

Earth Angels Quilters,

My mother, Elenore Ehrig, would like to
express her appreciation for the beautiful quilt.
She indeed felt “wrapped | God’s love,” as well as
surrounded and warmed by Christian love. Yours
is an encouraging ministry. Mother will forever
cherish the quilt and your thoughtfulness.

Sincerely,
Joan Chesser

Ladies of the Prayer Shawl Ministry,

Elenore Ehrig, my mother, wishes to express
her gratitude for the prayer shawl. It is a lovely
thing, reminding her of a sunny day. At a time
when she most needed it, she felt surrounded by
your prayers and Christian love.

Donna Hisey is greatly appreciated for her
talent, time and devotion to preparation of the
shawl.

Thank you,
Joan Chesser

Dear Earth Angels,

Thank you so much for the beautiful quilt for
Samuel. It was such a wonderful surprise. It
means so much to all of us to have a church
family that is filled with love. Thank you again.

The Hardcastle Family

Dear First UMC,
We want to thank you for the pack of diapers.
It means so much that you would think of us
during this exciting time of our lives. Thank you
for being a wonderful church family.
The Hardcastle Family

Dear Church Family,
| appreciate your generous donations. | could
not do the things | do without your support. With
your donations you have given children a
wonderful Christmas.
Thanks again,
Grace Morgan

Dear Prayer Shawl Ministry,

Thank you shawl ministry for this gift of love
and comfort. During my time of need. A special
thank you to Kathy for taking the time to knit the
shawl.

Love,
Connie Brzozowski

First United Methodist Church,
| want to thank you for sending me the Sunday
service bulletins. It has been deeply appreciated
and to whoever put my name on the list | do thank
them also.
God bless all,
Ludene Poe

To Our Dear Church Family,

Thank you so much for the fried chicken you
provided for the meal for our family after Dad’s
funeral. It was delicious and brought back fond
memories of all the chicken my dad had cooked.

Words cannot express our gratitude for all your
kind words, expressions of love & sympathy and
your prayers. They mean the world to us.

Rosemary & Joe Britt
& The Family of Max Tieken

Book Club News

Twan Brady led the discussion of this month's
book Bathsheba: The Reluctant Beauty by Angela
Hunt. The novel was based on the life of Bathsheba
and while most of it was fictional, the author had
done extensive research into Hebrew culture and the
time of King David. The group felt like we learned a
great deal about the times and culture of the Old
Testament while being entertained with a fascinating
story. We even learned a few Hebrew words that
were scattered through out. The Hebrew word for
sensual beauty was how Bathsheba was described
as a baby at her dedication and was a description
that she came to dislike as she matured. Angela
Hunt has written several novels about the women of
the Bible, and the group felt that the others would be
worth a read also to learn more about the Hebrews.

All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr
is our selection for February. The book about a
young blind French girl and a young German boy
whose paths cross is a most unusual way during the
German occupation of France has been on the New
York Times' best-seller list for months and rightly so.
We look forward to reading the book and discussing
its many facets on February 25.

Our group was privileged to celebrate the
birthday of one of our members, Fran Jackson. Fran
was 90 on January 30 and was honored by her
daughters at a lovely luncheon at the Episcopal
Church. Congratulations, Fran, and we are looking
forward to 100!

For information about our group, please call 672
-9307.

Martha Jo Whitt




4 4 B Y
EBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
FEB WU D 1 W @)
21 Felicia Cantu 2111 Jaylen Johnson 2/22 Lynda Frazier
Jeanette Mayer Danni Lester Bill Weaver
2/2 Daniel Lester 2/12  Kyle Crozier 2/23  Dyna Dubose
Travis Raabe Isabella Crawford Travis Keck
2/3 Marie Currie Kara Watts 2/26 Mike Kosser
Tyler Morgan Matt Wyant Trent Schauer
2/4 Josh Lucas 2/13  Christi Leonhardt Shirley Lassig
Lacey Ploeger Anne Boothe 2/27 Tommie McMurtry
2/5 Kelly McGuffin 2/14  Jackie Hodgkiss Barry Boothe
2/6 Thom Raabe Brevin Wilson Billy Boothe
Chelsea Petty Paden Boothe Gay Riedel
Samantha Barnick Kohen Mills Josh Avant
217 Samantha Turk 2/17  Stayton Lester Henry Georgiou
Bryan Logan 2/19 Kathleen Howard Jarren Johnson
2/8 Amanda Smith Jacey Lester 2/28  Twan Brady
2/9 Edith Lucas Sue Ortman Bryce Carleton
2/10 Bill St. John 2/20 Bernice Heldarsen
Sue Gottwald Elliott Ehrig
Helene Seidel 02/21 Clay Wyant
ANNIVERSARIES

2/04

2/05

2/08
2/11

2/14

2/16

Martha Jo- & Johww Whitt
Joyce & Dannie Schellenberg

Janet & Mike Yoakumw

Natalie & Philip Storey

JoArnw & Scott Keck

Linvnea & Bol-Cowanrv
Learwv & Pete Wilkersovnw

Lawra & Wade Zella

Pat & Lyyyw Wldbuwrw

February 10
Service at 6:00 p.m.
in the Sanctuary

Please contact Felicia at the church office, 672-8521, if your information is missing or incorrect.



FEBRUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

February 7, 2016

8:30 A.M. SERVICE

10:45 SERVICE

Cole Boothe Kylee Watson ACOLYTES
Morgan Boothe Baron DuBose
Cade Davis Sadie Thibodeaux (cross)
Emmitt Currie (Lead) Pal Lester (Lead) USHERS
: X John Lucas Bobby Morgan
y -? —— Ronnie Menking Ray Neitsch
# Communion Greg Sengelmann David Bird
Service Steve Taylor Eldon Farek
Martha Jo Whitt Dick Goss LITURGIST
Willa Keck Willa Keck CHILDREN’S SERMON
February 14, 2016 8:30 A.M. SERVICE 10:45 SERVICE
Mallory Clack Morgan Farrar ACOLYTES
Braden Clampit Landon Holub
Chase Heldarsen Kiley Allen (cross)
Emmitt Currie (Lead) Pal Lester (Lead) USHERS
John Whitt Mike Davis
Martha Jo Whitt Bitsy Henderson
Billy Boothe Dick Goss
Sue Boothe Shirley Goss
Marie Currie Cheryl Meadows LITURGIST
Lisa Gindler Lisa Gindler CHILDREN’S SERMON

February 21, 2016

8:30 A.M. SERVICE

10:45 SERVICE

Addyson Kardosz
Brendon Mercer
Jaylen Johnson

Emmitt Currie (Lead)
Jimmy Borrer

Erwin Ckodre

Gary Clack

Bill DeBerry

Allison Davis
Commie Hisey

Faith Lester
Joelee Lester
Weldon Holub

Pal Lester (Lead)
Greg Griffin
Cheryl Meadows
Justin Pope
Mary Tomas

Deanie Ploeger
Commie Hisey

ACOLYTES

(cross)
USHERS

LITURGIST
CHILDREN’S SERMON

February 28, 2016

8:30 A.M. SERVICE

10:45 SERVICE

Children & Youth Sunday-
Worship Assistants to be announced.




Jan 31-Feb &

Feb7-13

Feb 14-20

Feb 21-27

Feb 28 - Mar §

February 201 6 February 2016 March 2016
SuMo TuWe Th Fr Sa Su Mo TuWe Th Fr Sa
1 2 3 4 5 6 12 3 45
7 8 910 11 12 13 6 7 8 910 11 12
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
21 22 23 24 25 26 21 20 21 2223242 2%
28 29 27 28 29 30 31
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Jan 31 Feb 1 4 5 6
8:30am Happy House 10:00am 8:30am Happy House 6:00am Men's Group-N 9:00am Private Event-N
9:30am UMW Study-N Shut-In-Visitation 9:00am HH Creative 9:30am Communion @
2:00pm Staff Mig-L Movement-FC Care Centers
5:30pm Prayer 10:00am Bible 4:00pm Cub
Shawl-BP Study-CO Scouts-P33
6:00pm Dominces-N 1:00pm Alzheimer 4:00pm Reunion
7:00pm Bible Study-CO Support Group-BP Group-CO
3:30pm Pioneer Club
4:00pm Jr. High Youth
5:15pm Praise Band Pr
6:15pm Chair Practice-
6:30pm Sr. High Youth
7 8 10 11 12 13
COMMUNION SUNDAj 8:00am HH Spring 9:00am District Ash Wednesday 6:00am Men's Group-N UMW District Event-FC }
8:30am Worship-S Pictures-N Pastor-Profesionals 8:30am Happy House 4:00pm Cub
9:30am Happy House 8:30am Happy House Meeting 9:00am HH Creative Scouts-P33
Bake Sale-N 12:00pm Cancer 10:00am Movement-FC 4:00pm Reunion
9:45am Sunday School Support Group-N Shut-In-Visttation 9:30am Happy House Group-CO
10-45am Worship-3 2:00pm Staff Mig-L 5:30pm Wesleyan Zoo Show-N
2:30pm Communion @ 5:30pm Prayer Circle-N 10:00am Bible
Romberg House Shawl-BP 6:00pm Quilt Group-FC Study-CO
4:00pm Confirmation 6:00pm Dominoces-N 12:00pm Lenten Service
Class-YR 7:00pm Bible Study-CO & Lunch
3:30pm Pioneer Club
6:00pm Ash Wednesday
14 15 17 18 19 20
8:30am Worship-S 2:00pm Staff Mig-L 10:00am 8:30am Happy House 6:00am Men's Group-N 12:00pm Blue and Gold
%45am Sunday School 5:30pm Prayer Shut-In-Visitation % 00am HH Creative 4-00pm Cub Banquet
10-45am Worship-3 Shawl-BP Movement-FC Scouts-P33
4:00pm Confirmation 6:00pm Dominoces-N 10:00am Bible 4:00pm Reunion
Class-YR 7:00pm Bible Study-CO Study-CO Group-CO
12:00pm Lenten Service
& Lunch
3:30pm Pioneer Club
4:00pm Jr. High Youth
5:15pm Praise Band Pr
6:15pm Chair Practice-
6:30pm Sr. High Youth
21 22 24 25 26 27
8:30am Worship-3 8:00am Gonzales 10:00am 8:30am Happy House 6:00am Men's Group-N
9:45am Sunday School Workforee Shut-In-Visitation 9:00am HH Creative 9:30am Book Club-L
10:45am Worship-S Solutions-FC Movement-FC 4:00pm Cub
4:00pm 4-H-FC 8:30am Happy House 10:00am Bible Scouts-P3S
2:00pm Staff Mig-L Study-CO 4:00pm Reunion
5:30pm Prayer 12:00pm Lenten Service Group-CO
Shawl-BP & Lunch
6:00pm Dominces-N 3:30pm Pioneer Club
7:00pm Bible Study-CO 4:00pm Jr. High Youth
5:15pm Praise Band Pr
6:15pm Choir Practice-
6:30pm Sr. High Youth
28 29 Mar 1 3 4 5
Children & Youth Sundg\_ 8:30am Happy House
8:30am Worship-3 2:00pm Staff Mig-L
9:45am Sunday School 5:30pm Prayer
10:45am Worship-S Shawl-BP
4:00pm Confirmation 6:00pm Dominces-N
Class-YR 7:00pm Bible Study-CO




Discipleship News

As Ruth and | move on to where the Lord is leading us, we leave FUMC with heavy hearts. We
have been blessed by this community and have loved getting to know so many of you during our time in
Gonzales. It was a difficult decision to leave, but there is much peace in following where we sense God
leading us.

Thank you to the countless people who welcomed us so warmly into your church community and let
us experience life at FUMC for a year. Thank you to Pastor Andy and the SPRC for hiring Ruth and taking
an even further step of hiring me on with the pastoral staff. It was an incredible learning experience for me
and | was blessed by so many people during my time here as the Director of Discipleship. | am so thankful
for the opportunity to have led ministries like the college group, our summer small group, The Gathering,
the nursing home ministry, and the men’s group. | have learned so much about Christ’s Church, vocational
ministry, and starting things from scratch.

What | will remember most from our time at FUMC is not the many experiences and events we were
able to take part in (like the long days of Come and Take It!) or even the relationships we built, but how we
saw God’s Spirit move. We knew that the Lord was already at work in the community of FUMC before
Ruth and | moved here and we know that He will undoubtedly be at work long after we are gone. We are
humbled and blessed to have just been present as God moved in and through the people of this
community. It is truly amazing to see what God can and will do when we allow ourselves to simply be
present with people.

Once again, thank you all for allowing Ruth and | to be a part of your community for a year. FUMC
Gonzales is forever a part of our story now, and we are thankful for it.

-David Smith

United Methodist Waemen News
UMW Study

UMW will host a study on February 1%. We invite both genders in the church to attend.
Letters will be sent to surrounding Methodist communities.
The study entitled, “Created for Happiness: Understanding Your Life in God” is
written by Cynthia A. Bond Hopson and Sarah Heaner Lancaster. The early Methodist
tradition used the language of happiness often. Not only did John Wesley preach and teach
about happiness but his brother Charles wrote hymns about happiness that the early
Methodists sang. The happiness they sought was happiness in God. This study examines
the understanding of happiness and how to live the life that God calls us to.
This intriguing study will be led by either Pastor Andy Smith or David Smith.
Please let Cheryl Meadows (672-7711) know if you are planning to attend this study and if you would
like to have your own copy of the text so that the texts can be ordered in time.
Come for coffee, juice and pigs in the blanket at 9:30 a.m. The study will begin at 10 a.m. We will
break for lunch at noon provided by the UMW members. The study will end at 3pm. The study will last for 4
hours in order to meet study guideline requirements.

STATISTICAL REPORT DECEMBER, 2015

DATE 8:30 10:45 TOTAL SS OFFERINGS

6 115 183 298 87 $ 23,400.50
13 104 118 222 69 § 8,466.50
20 178 193 361 90 $ 11,121.05
27 — 159 159 — $ 11,070.00
TOTALS: 397 653 1040 246 $ 54.058.05
AVERAGES: 132 163 260 82

TOTAL EXPENSES FOR THE MONTH: § 38.827.44
NET GAIN OR LOSS FOR THE MONTH: § 15.230.61
APPORTIONMENTS PAID TO DATE: 100%




Children’s Corner

Just wanted to give you an update on Pioneer Club! We are going strong every Wednesday with 90
children! | am thankful for every one of these children wanting to be here! And | am Blessed by
volunteers helping every Wednesday making the program possible!! Thank you for sharing your
time and your gifts!

February Events:

Wed., Feb 3— Pioneer Club, afterschool — 5:30pm

Sun, Feb 7- Happy House Bake Sale in Narthex - Help Support Happy House!!

Sun, Feb. 7 - Confirmation Class @ 4pm in the Youth room, upstairs education building.

Sun, Feb 7 —Communion and Worship at Romberg House at 2:30pm. Any members of the
Confirmation class that would like to help Pastor Andy at Romberg, contact Willa at 857-6630.

Wed., Feb 10 — Pioneer Club, afterschool — 5:30pm

Wed., Feb 10 - Ash Wednesday-All are welcome to the Ash Wednesday Service @ 6pm.

Sun, Feb 14 — Happy Valentines! God Loves You!

Sun, Feb 14 - Confirmation classes @ 4pm in the Youth room, upstairs education building.

Wed, Feb 17 — Pioneer Club, afterschool — 5:30pm

Sun, Feb 21— No Confirmation Class

Wed, Feb 24 - Pioneer Club, afterschool — 5:30pm

Sun, Feb 28 - Children and Youth Services & Volunteer Recognition and Appreciation -
Children and youth lead Worship for both services. Hosanna Choir sings at both services. Can you
acolyte, pass out bulletins, pass the offering plates, or hand out registration pads? See the sign up
board in the Narthex. Call Willa with questions 857-6630. And let us say Thank you to your
teachers and volunteers helping with Pioneer Club, Youth Events, and Sunday School.

Sun, Feb 28 - Confirmation classes @ 4pm in the Youth room, upstairs education building

Highlights of Months to come:

March - Butterfly caterpillars arrive early March.

Wed, March 2, March 9, March 23, March 30 - Pioneer Club, afterschool - 5:30pm.

Sundays, Mar 6, Mar 20 - Confirmation classes @ 4pm in the Youth room, upstairs education
building

March 14-18- GISD Spring Break, No Pioneer Club. Activity will be announced. Prepare
Spaghetti Supper tickets

Sun, March 20, Palm Sun - All Children invited to participate in Palm Processional. Hosanna Choir
will sing at both services.

Wed, March 23 — Easter Egg hunt, 5:15pm.

Sun, March 27 - Easter Sunday with Butterfly Release between services - No Confirmation
Class

Wed, Mar 30 - Spaghetti Supper tickets go on sale

Sundays, Apr 3, Apr 10, Apr 17, Apr 24 - Confirmation classes @ 4pm in the Youth room, upstairs
education building

Tues-Fri, April 19-22 - Prepare for Spaghetti Supper

Fri, April 22 - Spaghetti Supper

May - Vocalibre Singing Festival - Date to be announced.

Sat, May 14 — Confirmation Retreat

Sun, May 15— Confirmation Sunday

June ? — Annual Splashway Trip

July 11-15 tentative date - Vacation Bible School,

July 24-27 - Basic Training Camp at Cathedral Oaks for exiting 3"- exiting 5" graders

Aug 1-5 - Lego Camp




First United Methodist Church PRE-SORTED

426 St. Paul Street Standard Non-Profit
U.S. Postage Paid

Gonzales, Texas 78629 Gonzales, Texas 78629
PERMIT NO. 4

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

JOHN 14:15




All things youth

“You are the light of the world.”—Mathew 5:14

As David and I begin this transition of moving from Gonzales to where Christ is leading
us | just want to say thank you to the church, community and youth of Gonzales. You all
have truly impacted our lives and stories and we are so thankful for this season we have
shared with y’all. Although transition and goodbyes are never easy, I am thankful for the
truth we hold in Christ: although we are no longer physically present in Gonzales we are
all united in the body of Christ.

I have been so thankful and blessed by the youth I have been able to meet and build
relationships with over this year. Not that you all don’t know this already, but the youth
of this community are truly amazing. The youth I have met through our church, schools,
games and lunches are HUNGRY for God’s love, truth and grace. I am confident God is at
work in their lives. I have loved walking alongside so many students and watching their
hearts hunger for more of Jesus. I am thankful for the countless games, lunches, walks,
early morning breakfasts, Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings. In these times God
has taught me the power of being present in the lives of His people. Through being
present [ have watched God work through students and transform lives.

I will truly miss doing daily life with the students and people of Gonzales, but I am
thankful that although we leave, God always stays with His people. I know from the
moment David and I moved to Gonzales God was already at work and that His people
were and still are shining His light. My prayer for FUMC and Gonzales as we leave is
that we would let the light of Christ shine through in such a mighty way that people would
not look at us, but see how great our Father in heaven is. Thank you all for letting me do
the youth ministry here at FUMC and for welcoming, loving and being the light of Christ
to David and .

YOUTH DIRECTOR NEWS

It is with great sadness that bid farewell to Ruth and David Smith. Although their time in
Gonzales was far too short, their presence blessed our church and our Youth program.
Pastor Andy and the SPRC are hard at work searching for a new Youth Pastor. We
already have some potential names but understand that we will take great care in
searching for the right person for our church and community. We ask for your prayers
during this time of transition.

In the mean time, YOUTH will continue!
The Wednesday night schedule will remain the same!
In addition, our children and Youth will be
leading worship on Sunday, February 28!




