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Pastor’s Corner
The Risen Christ is with us, Church!

| love this part of a familiar call to worship. | find myself reimagining what could be every time we
say it together. It is a statement of Truth. A fact. The God of the Universe, Our God, Jesus Christ
is in fact with us. No matter the season of life you find yourself today, you can rest assured that
God is with you. | love the Oak trees at the parsonage...about six or seven months out of the year.
But when | start to notice the acorns drop this time of year, | stand ready for the war that these little
sharp but round objects are about to unleash. Day and night, you’ll hear them dropping on the
roof. Your feet are not safe to be without shoes. The dogs even end up with them in their hair!
And then, once they finally both stop dropping their ammunition, they unleash an ocean of leaves
in their wake. After the trees are done with their assault...they’re peaceful shady delight returns...
but only for a while. Life is like that, isn’t it? Ecclesiastes 3 speaks of how we go through different
seasons and articulates that there is a time for each. “There is a time for everything, and a season
for every activity under the heavens...” Ecc. 3:1) You may be in a season where things seem to
be falling. Maybe you find yourself in a season of peace, even joy. Know this...no matter the
season, Jesus is with you. He is for you. You can trust Him in every season. And...we need
each other. It is so important to walk this life of faith with other followers of Jesus who will push us
to grow closer and deeper in our relationship with Him. This is where Discipleship Bands are
essential. Sure, they are a different way of doing life together and take a little bit of learning. | can
assure you, through personal experience, that it is my band that is there in the celebrations and the
laments. Consistent, encouraging, pushing each other to follow closely to Jesus in the midst of it
all. 1 would love to help you start a Band. | wonder who comes to mind that you would like to walk
through the various seasons of life with?

It is an honor to grow with you, and to be your pastor.

Blessings,
Pastor Matt

In Advent, we celebrate the arrival of Jesus. But in
the midst of Christmas celebrations, we can forget a
simple, essential truth:

Jesus came because we need Him.

Advent is about the light of the world breaking into the

darkness—not after the darkness is gone, but right in

the middle of it. The same is true today. Jesus

comes to us in the reality of our lives, not in some

idealized version of them. In waiting and disappointment, he offers hope. In chaos and anxiety, he
brings peace. In sorrow and emptiness, he surprises us with joy. And, in all things, he is love. If
you find yourself longing for the presence of Jesus in real life more than the sentimentality of the
holiday season, | invite you to open the Scriptures and encounter afresh the light of the world.

Advent is for all who need it.




Thank You!

Dear Prayer Shawl Group,

What a surprise. The prayer shawl you
sent me came at just the right time. Sally had
passed away just a few days before the shawl
arrived. | never expected something like this.
What a great ministry. Thank you all so much
for the beautiful gift.

Bill Storey

Dear First Methodist Church,

Thank you for the 30 snack bags donated
for the children who receive services at our
center. The children love getting these snack
bags. We are very grateful for your kindness
and generosity.

Norma’s House Board & Staff

Happy House News

November Events:

November 19" — Thanksgiving
Classroom parties
November 24" — School Holiday
November 26™ — School Holiday

Blessings,
Sandra Jandt
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Rev. Dr. Matt Pennington, Lead Pastor
Katie Foote, Director of Youth & Family Ministries
Melissa Clampit, Dir. of Children & Family Ministries
Felicia Cantu, Office Manager
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Janelle Lester, Wesley Nurse
Christina Menking, Organist
Sandra Jandt, Happy House Director
Val Ramirez, Sr., Custodian

Book Club News

Kathleen Grissom, a Canadian author, wrote a
in-depth study of the United States South in the
1700's . Her portrayal of the indentured servant
and slave situations in her historical novel, The
Kitchen House, provided an interesting story and
a poignant picture of the people of the times. A
very young lIrish girl, Lavinia, was indentured to a
slave owner and ship captain in Virginia when her
parents died of a fever on the ship over from
Ireland. The trials and tribulations as she grew up
in a slave society made for hard-to-put-down
reading. Not a happy book but one that keeps
the reader interested.

A humorous and moving novel about a
family's summer vacation on Cape Cod ,
Sandwich, by Catherine Newman, gets its name
from the generations “sandwiched” together in a
small cottage. Our November meeting will be on
the third Thursday instead of the fourth as usual
because of Thanksgiving. We hope you will join
us on November 20 at 9:30 for a happy
discussion of Sandwich. For more information,
call 830-857-4148.

Martha Jo Whitt

STATISTICAL REPORT SEPTEMBER 2025

Attendance Jan - Sep 25
. . Ordinary Income/Expense

DATE _ 8:30 10:45 TOTAL Income 611,372.17
7 111 73 184 Gross Profit 611,372.17

14 98 74 172 Expense
40000 - Facility Operations 161,427.19
21 % 85 181 60001 - Ministry Work Areas 36,758.63
28 143 108 251 66000 - Payroll Expenses 339,632.56
66100 - Staff Benefits 12,173.80
TOTAL: 448 340 788 67000 - Church Clergy Expenses 43,872.28
77000 - Connectional Giving 28,218.67
AVG: 112 85 197 Total Expense 622,083.13
Net Ordinary Income -10,710.96
Net Income -10,710.96




NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

11/1  Nila Ehrig 11/11  Joan Giriffin 11/17 Maverick Lester
11/2  Sandra Atkinson Alyson Jahns Trigg Fairchild
Stephen Lucas Josh Gray 11/18 Amy Lipke
Kim Davis 11/12 Michaela Malatek Molly Bashaw
Rosalind Schauer 11/13 Clayton Wilkerson Dutch Zaitz
11/3  Hope Mills 11/14 Amy Thibodeaux 11/21 Luke Tenberg
Krissy Jo Hodges Trenton Wilkerson Emma Froh
Jordan Williams Ryder Robinson 11/22 Justin Pope
11/4  Jenice Benedict Annie Thomsen 11/25 Ann Reaves
11/5  Michael Oakes Miley Yates 11/26 Rhett Oates
11/6  J.T. Miller 11/15 Taylor Malatek 11/27 Bailey Bozka
Chelsea Quintanilla Ellen Denman Jolie Gray
James Massey Tori Kuntschik 11/28 Betty Schroeder
11/7  Sandra Gorden Mitchell Hardcastle Dana Hamilton
11/8  McKenzie Hodges Slone Gibson 11/29 Ross Gottwald
11/9  Norma Fink 11/16 Juanita Blundell Mallory Clack
11/10 Mary Martha Ehrig Sydney Clack Emma Balfanz
Autumn Smith Mike Rosenauer
4 4 4 4 X @4
NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
11/1  Dale & Sherri Schellenberg 11/22 Jason & Stacy Fogle
11/2  Houston & Maggie Keck 11/24 Pal & Bethel Lester
Kevin & Lanece Darilek Taylor & Blaine Davis
11/19 Dalton & Tori Kuntschik 11/25 Joe Britt & Rosemary Hindman
11/20 Matt & Brooke Pennington

Please contact Felicia at the church office, 672-8521, if your information is missing or incorrect.

Altowr Flowers for November are givewn by:

November 2-Kenneth and Laverne Brzozowski; Kenna & Stephen Lucas, Vance, Lana, Kenley & Clay

~ In Memory of LeaAnn (Brzozowski) and Matt Wyant

November 9-Mike & Sarah Miller and Family ~ In Memory of John W. Miller

Kerry and Tammy Morgan ~ In Honor of Our Parents, Children, and Grandchildren
and In Memory of Baron Boone Davis

November 16-Nancy Burns ~ In Memory of Jane and Fletcher Johnson and Peggy and Houston Munson

November 23-Kathleen Borrer ~ In Memory of Jimmy Borrer

November 30-The Denman Family ~ In Memory of Dr. and Mrs. W. B. Denman
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N CHILDREN'S CORNER - NOVEMBER 2025 )

JESUS LOVES YOU! WE ARE SO PROUD OF ALL THE CHILDREN AS THEY CONTINUE GROW CLOSER TO CHRIST. MANY

SERVED DURING THE CHILDREN & YOUTH LED WORSHIP AND DID AN AMAZING JOB. A HIGHLIGHT FOR KIDS JAM WAS

SEEING "LIGHT OF THE WORLD" AT THE LYNN THEATER. GOD'S GUYS AND GOD'S GIRLS CONTINUE TO LEARN THAT
.. GOD'S WORD IS TRUTH. GOD'S GLORIOUS SINGERS VISITED ELDERLY RESIDENTS AND FILLED THEIR HEARTS WITH J0Y. 2
\,’ JJHE SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS SERVED OTHERS BY CREATING SNACK BAGS FOR NORMA'S HOUSE. FALL FUN DAY
¥ »SUNDAY BROUGHT NEW EXCITEMENT TO THE FELLOWSHIP HALL AS OUR YOUNGEST WERE INVITED. LAUGHTER AND =%

m

““@CHATTER COULD BE HEARD AS CHILDREN DISCOVERED THE ACTIVITIES AT EACH STATION. Yy VB E Y
SAVE THE DATES: NOVEMBER 30: CHRISTMAS PAGEANT - AGES 2 THRU 6™ GRADE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE! W

FEB 27-MAR 1: REVIVE KIDS WINTER RETREAT
JUNE 5-8: REVIVE KIDS CAMP

& q { JUNE 15-18 : VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
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YOUTH - NOVEMBER 2025
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“Happy Thanksqiving

Let us come before Him with thanksgiving

for the Lord is the great God.
Psalm 95:2




