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DECEMBER 2025  NEWSLETTER 
 

Pastor’s Corner 
 

The Grace of Jesus in me, greets the Grace of Jesus in you, Church! 
 

Advent is upon us.  It is the start of the Christian Calendar.  A time for waiting with anticipation.  

A time to prepare to celebrate the mystery of the Word made flesh.  Psalm 130:5-6 says, “I 

wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in His Word I put my hope.  I wait for the Lord 

more than the watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen wait for the morning.”  

Waiting can be really hard.  This Advent season, we have the opportunity to be intentional in 

our waiting.  And the truth is that Jesus came because we need Him.   We will celebrate the 

Light of the World breaking into the darkness.  Into our actual lives.  This season can be 

chaotic.  Pace yourself.  Spend time with Him.  He offers you more this season.  More hope.  

More peace.  More Joy.  Because He is Love.   My prayer is that we all long for the presence 

of Christ in our lives more than ever before.  I would love for you to pick up a copy of our 

Advent study, “Brought to the Light.  Advent for all who Need It” and read along.  Our sermon 

series will follow the daily readings, which you can also get delivered daily through the 

Seedbed Wake Up Call at www.seedbed.com.  I’m looking forward to meeting with Jesus 

together. 
 

It is an honor to be your pastor. 

Blessings, 
 

Pastor Matt 

In Advent, we celebrate the arrival of Jesus. But in 
the midst of Christmas celebrations, we can forget a 
simple, essential truth: 
 

Jesus came because we need Him. 
 

Advent is about the light of the world breaking into 
the darkness—not after the darkness is gone, but 
right in the middle of it.  The same is true today. 
Jesus comes to us in the reality of our lives, not in 
some idealized version of them. In waiting and disappointment, he offers hope. In chaos and 
anxiety, he brings peace. In sorrow and emptiness, he surprises us with joy. And, in all things, 
he is love.  If you find yourself longing for the presence of Jesus in real life more than the 
sentimentality of the holiday season, I invite you to open the Scriptures and encounter afresh 
the light of the world. 
 

Advent is for all who need it. 
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A Prayer for the Advent Season 

In this Advent of expectation 

draw us together in unity, 

that our praise and worship 

might echo in these walls 

and also through our lives. 

In this Advent of expectation 

draw us together in mission, 

that the hope within 

might be the song we sing, 

and the melody of our lives. 

In this Advent of expectation 

draw us together in service, 

that the path we follow 

might lead us from a stable 

to a glimpse of eternity. 

STATISTICAL REPORT OCTOBER 2025 

Attendance    
 

 

DATE 8:30   10:45     TOTAL 

  5   70   75 145 

12 101 108 209 

19 108   74 182 

26 102   68 170 
 

 

TOTAL: 381 325          706 
 

AVG:  95   81 177 

Staff 

Rev. Dr. Matt Pennington, Lead Pastor 

Katie Foote, Director of Youth & Family Ministries 

Melissa Clampit, Dir. of Children & Family Ministries 

Felicia Cantu, Office Manager 

Rosemary Hindman, Business Manager 

Allison Davis, Executive Assistant to the Lead Pastor 

Janelle Lester, Wesley Nurse 

Christina Menking, Organist 

Sandra Jandt, Happy House Director 

Val Ramirez, Sr., Custodian 

 

Book Club News 
 

 Sandwich is not always something you eat!  
Are you or have you ever been part of the 
“sandwich” generation?  Or do you have that to 
look forward to?  Catherine Newman captures 
the joy, the hardship, and the sadness of being 
part of that generation stuck between adult 
children with a variety of problems and aging 
parents with lots of “needs” in her book 
Sandwich.  In a few short chapters, she 
describes a week's vacation on Cape Cod with 
her family sandwiching her and her husband in.  
Menopause problems do not make this time 
easier but Newman has a talent for making it all 
fun.  The book was enjoyable and certainly dealt 
with modern  life as many of us have to face it.  
With the holidays approaching, it might be a fun 
book to read before the many generations gather 
around the festive holiday table. 
 For December, we are going to read A 
Child's Christmas in Wales , a classic by Dylan 
Thomas.  Please join us.  For more information, 
call 857-4148.   
 

Martha Jo Whitt 

     Jan - Oct 25 

 Ordinary Income/Expense  

   Income 666,504.94 

  Gross Profit 666,504.94 

   Expense  

    40000 · Facility Operations 176,147.45 

    60001 · Ministry Work Areas 41,563.28 

    66000 · Payroll Expenses 376,341.13 

    66100 · Staff Benefits 13,659.96 

    67000 · Church Clergy Expenses 49,170.69 

    77000 · Connectional Giving 31,038.52 

   Total Expense 687,921.03 

 Net Ordinary Income -21,416.09 

Net Income   -21,416.09 

Special Worship Time 

Sunday, December 28 

One Worship Service at 10am 

(No Sunday School) 
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Altar Flowers for December are given by: 
 

December 7-Glen and Jo Sachtleben ~ In Honor of Harry and Clara Sachtleben,  
Don Sachtleben, and Travis Toland 

 
December 14-Christmas Poinsettias 

 
December 21-Christmas Poinsettias 

 
December 28-Sharon Tenberg and Family ~ In Memory of Garland Tenberg, Jr. 
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Please contact Felicia at the church office, 672-8521, if your information is missing or incorrect. 

Happy birthday 
12/1 Adaline Smith  
 Laura Zella 
12/3 Michael Ehrig 
 Samuel Hardcastle 
12/4 Grace Morgan 
 Jeff Braune 
 Ralph White 
 Tinsley Mendel 
 Kaley Hilbig 
12/6 Bill Storey 
12/7 Donna Gray 
 Judy Thomsen 
12/8 Johnnie Fogle 
 Micah Medellin 
 Joelee Lester 
 William Hornung 
12/9 Melissa Schauer 
 Brian Schauer 
 Braydie Garcia 
12/10 Rosemary Hindman 
 Tim Henry 
 Scott Koehler 
12/11 Greg Sengelmann 
 Luke Lipke 
 Tyley Bouler 
 Baylor Bozka 

12/12 Trey Kridler 
 Aubrey Lindemann 

12/13 Lisa Goss 
 Marian Hayes 
 Billy Hornung 
12/14 Mary Willman 
 Audrey Raley 
 Kayla Otto 
12/15 Barry Boothe, Jr. 
 Kameron Glass 
 Pierce Ivey 
12/16 McKenzie Williams 
12/17 Sadie Thibodeaux 
 Addilyn Gottwald 
 Cassidy Gottwald 
12/18 Lauren Parr 

 Tara Lester 
 Taylor Floyd 

12/19 Brad Zella 
 Kerry Morgan 
 Tilden Gray 
 Mary Rummage 

12/21 Joe Britt Hindman 
 Noelle Stowers 
 Mary Tomas 
 Roy Irons 
 Dallas Kuntschik 

12/22 Chance Boyd 
12/24 Linda Arledge 
12/25 Bill Keck 
 Miller Balfanz 
 James Pennington 
12/26 Konnor Lester 
 Joshua Garcia 
12/27 Melissa Currie 
 Pal Lester 
 Bill Mayer 
 Logan Sample 
 Jacob Froh 
12/28 Brie Irons 
 Bryson Zella 
 Colt Robinson 
12/29 Ronnie Menking 
 Stacy Fogle 
 Brooke Pennington 
12/30 Cullen Eppright 
12/31 Debbie Crozier 
 Lisa Gindler 
 Scott Hindman 
 Monroe McGuffin 

12/2 Rebecca & Brent Hardcastle 
12/6 Christi & Kenneth Leonhardt 
12/9 Patti & Fred Hopper 
12/9 Sammie & Jeff Massie 
12/10 Bethany & Dane King 
12/14 Tonya & David Eppright 
12/16 Tammy & Kerry Morgan 
12/27 Kathy & Rickey Gibson 
 Ali & Dave Brown 

12/28 Jenice & Jim Benedict 
12/29 Jackie & Gene Kridler 
 Kelly & Ricky Lester 
 Lynda & Stewart Frazier 
 Mary & Daniel Tomas 
12/30 Melissa & Rusty Clampit 

December Anniversaries 
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Wesley Nurse News and Updates 

 
“One day Jesus told his disciples a story to show that they should always pray and never give up.” - 

Luke 18:1  

 

Are you overbooked for this month? Do you look at your schedule and start to panic? How can you 

possibly do everything? There are meetings, birthdays, gifts, decorating, parties and too many other 

things, not including work, family and church. It’s time to trim your list instead of the tree. Consider 

fewer gifts, fewer decorations and not so many parties. Find quiet time to spend with devotional 

materials and in prayer. The only way to get to the heart of Christmas is with Jesus. All the other 

things are fine, but they aren’t necessary. Practice some stress busting techniques. Here are some 

ideas: 

• Leave. If the noise level is too much or the crowds are closing in, just leave. You don’t have to stay 

in the toy store with all the screaming youngsters, and you don’t have to converse with the know-it-

all at the party. You can walk away. 

• Close the eyes. Take a break from the lights and activities. Closing the eyes is a great way to get 

re-centered. 

• Try some solitude. In the middle of so much activity it helps to have time alone. Use the quiet 

time to set priorities, to pray, or to count your blessings. 

• Go outside. Fresh air and sunshine can make a difference in how you feel. Being in God’s 

creation and going for a walk can help find extra energy. 

• Locate some water. Listen to it, watch it, drink it or sit in it. Water refreshes in so many ways. He 

knows what we need; maybe that is why God put so much on earth. 

• Breathe! Remember to exhale occasionally. When the shoulders are up to the ears, it’s time to 

take some deep breaths. Fill the lungs completely from the bottom to the top. Pause for a couple of 

seconds. Exhale letting all the air out of the lungs from the top to the bottom. Repeat three or four 

times. Your shoulders have relaxed with the rest of the body. Stress causes shallow breathing. Deep 

breathing releases it. 

• Listen to music. Choose whatever type makes you happy. Sing along. It’s amazing how good this 

can make us feel.  

 

“Peace and prosperity to you, your family, and everything you own!” - I Samuel 25:6  

 

Christmas should be a time of joy and family renewal, but it doesn’t always happen that way. Look at 

your family. What do you see? Are there members that are hiding a sense of sadness? If so, support 

them and include them in activities. Is there a member holding on to anger or resentment? Plan to 

talk with him/her about it after the holidays when stress levels are lower. Does everyone truly enjoy 

the season and feel blessed? Then embrace the love and thank God for your peace and happiness. 

All families have stressors. All families, if committed, can work to lessen them. May yours find 

happiness and blessings this holiday season.  
 

Your Wesley Nurse, 

Janelle Lester, BSN, RN 
 

References:  Merila, N. & Slutz (2009) Seasons of Wholeness Monthly themes and programming for faith community 
ministry.  Volume VI.  International Parish Nurse Resource Center; St. Louis, MO. 
(Source: www.mayoclinic.com) 
 

Continued on page 6 
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Wesley Nurse News Continued… 
 

Announcements and Upcoming Events –  
­ Cancer Support Group will meet on Monday, December 9, 2025, at 12 pm. If you are interested in par-

ticipating or have questions, please call me and I can answer any questions you may have about this 
group.   

­ The South Texas Blood & Tissue Center of Victoria will be here, out in front of the church on Sunday, 
December 14

th
 from 8 am – 1 pm, for our last blood drive of the year. Mark your calendars and please 

invite your neighbors, friends, and family members to come and help save a life by donating blood to 
those in need! I faithfully pray that we as a church and community will continue to give selflessly and 
positively impact the lives of others.  

­ The Christmas Food Box project is fully underway. This year we are planning to provide 150 boxes for 
needy families.  GCAM assists us by signing up the families and giving them a voucher to receive their 
box.  We purchase food items from the Victoria Food Bank and HEB to complete the boxes and we in-
clude a smoked chicken to provide families with food for a holiday celebration meal.  All recipients are 
very appreciative.  This is a significant mission outreach project from our church to the community, and 
we need your help:   Please join us in the fellowship hall on Sunday to help assemble the boxes or 
come on Monday to help with the distribution of the boxes. 

 SAVE THE DATE: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14
th
, 9:30 am - Box preparation in the Fellowship Hall  

 MONDAY, DECEMBER 15
th
, 9:00 am – 11:00 am - Box Distribution 

 If you have any questions or comments, please give me a call.  Thank you for your help with our project. 
­ If you or a service club you know are interested in having a Diaper Drive to support the ministry, please 

let me know. The Diaper Pantry needs diaper sizes 5, 6, 7 and pull ups 2T-3T, 3T-4T, 4T-5T, and 5T-
6T. 

 

Thank you again for your continuous support of the Wesley Nurse Ministry. I wouldn’t be able to do what I 
din the community without each of your support! If you need any of my services, please call or email me, 
and we can arrange for a phone visit if you are unable to come in for an in-person appointment. You can 
reach me by phone at 830.888.9780, or by email at jlester@mhm.org. 

If you need any of the Wesley Nurse services or would like to visit about the services I am able to pro-
vide, please call 830.672.1031 to set up an appointment or email me at jlester@mhm.org 
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